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I hope you enjoyed the long weekend.  I know I did.  My daughter, Katie, came into town this weekend and will be here for a little over a week.  Her semester just ended, so she is truly able to relax a little finally.  When she was here over Christmas, she knew she had to go back for finals, so the Christmas break was not quite as relaxing.  She really didn’t study too much over Christmas, but she thought about it all the time.  Unfortunately, thinking about studying and actually studying are two totally different things.  
There were several Martin Luther King, Jr. celebrations this weekend.  On Saturday, Sally and I attended the MLK Celebration at the Lincoln Center, and it was a great event.  It’s always good to see the cities, the churches and the schools working together for the same cause:  motivating students, parents and the community to live out the dream of Martin Luther King.
Today (Monday), I attended a MLK Freedom March and Celebration at Kemp Elementary.  We started the day at Sadie Thomas Park in Bryan and marched approximately 2.5 miles to Kemp Elementary.  Once at Kemp, we truly had a celebration of the life of Martin Luther King.  At the celebration, I was reminded by the speaker (Donovan Wheatfall) that Dr. King’s greatest fear was not that those who intended evil would prevail, but that good people would stand silent and do nothing.  That’s a powerful message.  I found myself asking the question, “What camp do I fall in?  The camp that’s making a difference or the camp that is standing around and doing nothing?”
Education is a key part of the remembrance of MLK.  Certainly, education holds the key to success for all our students.  Regardless of race, studies show that those students who are considered economically disadvantaged are much less likely to graduate from high school and go to college.  In College Station ISD, approximately 30% of our students are considered economically disadvantaged.  If you do the math, of our approximately 9,200 students, 2,760 of them are economically disadvantaged.  That’s a lot of students.  Here’s the breakdown by campus:
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Note that at three of our elementary schools over 45% of the students are considered economically disadvantaged and one of those schools has an economically disadvantaged student population of almost 60%.   Often, when I share these statistics with people they are surprised.   Over the years, our economically disadvantaged population has grown quite extensively, and I anticipate that it will continue to grow.
Certainly, as we educate students in our district, we must pay attention to the needs of all our students.  Clearly, research shows that those students who are economically disadvantaged are at a greater risk of not being successful at school.   For us, the question becomes, how can CSISD engage all our students, including our economically disadvantaged students, so that they want to learn?  In creating the desire for learning in our students, we open doors to them beyond our school district and beyond our city.  
Bottom line:  We are in the business of inspiring students to succeed.  As we go about inspiring students, let’s remember that education is the key for our students.  For some, I’m sure they take the education we are providing for granted, but for some, what we do for them will change their life (and their income) forever.  

Thanks for inspiring our students to succeed.

Success.

Eddie
