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Recently, I heard some interesting statistics that I thought you might find revealing.  First, in 1940, 24.5% of the US population had a high school diploma, and in 2000 (according to the census), 80.4% of the US population had a high school diploma.  Second, in 1940, 57.5% of the US population had no high school education at all.  In 2000, only 6.9% of the US population had no high school education.  
There is no doubt that educators today are being asked to educate more students to higher levels than ever before in history (and that is a great thing); however, we’re trying to educate students using a system that was designed in 1900.  Think about it.  We still have a calendar that takes the summer months off.  We still have traditional scheduling at almost all our schools in the US.  State government still mandates that all students have the same requirements for graduation, with little variation in their elective courses.  Students who graduate from high school today, go, more or less, the same amount of time as students always have gone to high school.  The list could go on.

Lest you think I’m bashing the US structure for education, I’m really not.  There are good reasons for many of the things we have done over the years, and I anticipate that we will continue to operate in a system that is similar to the one we currently use.   That being said, if we want to see more students learn at higher levels, we need to change the way we think about education.
Traditionally, schools have been platforms for teaching.  That certainly made a lot of sense when access to information was limited to books.  If teachers didn’t teach, students wouldn’t learn.  Times have changed.  Students, because they have access to all the information in the world at their fingertips, are now in a position to choose what they learn in the fashion they want to learn it.  So, that leaves us in the position of having to design work for students so that they want to learn what we want them to learn.  Let’s face it, if we don’t make learning interesting/engaging for students, they have lots of other options.  Truth be told, I didn’t mind homework and school too much when I was a kid because I had no other good options, especially in the winter months.  Now, kids have all sorts of options.  For example, it’s estimated that if MySpace.com were a country, it would be the 8th largest country in the world.  Literally, kids have friends from all over the world that they have actually never met in person.  Many of our students, even the youngest ones, have a Nintendo Wii at home.  The Nintendo Wii website says this, “Quite frankly, Wii is for everyone.  The ease of use and interactivity of the Wii Remote and Nunchuk allows for a unique social gaming experience for the whole family.  You don’t just play Wii, you experience it.”  (http://www.nintendo.com/wii/what)  

That’s the world we live in.  And, because that’s the world we live in, we have to design work for students so that our students don’t just go to school, they experience school.  

I hope that the Design Qualities of Instruction that we are learning as a district make sense.  We’re learning to design work using the Design Qualities of Instruction so that we can provide work for our students that engages them so that the students will learn what WE want them to learn in the timeframe WE want them to learn it.  In other words, WE, through the design of engaging work, have to be the WII for our students.  Make sense?
As always, don’t be shy to let me know what you’re thinking.  I always like hearing from you.

I appreciate what you do.  Whether you are teaching in the classroom or providing support for our classrooms and schools, the work you do is vital for our system.  We couldn’t engage students without all of us working together.
Success.

Eddie

