College Station Independent School District
1812 Welsh  
College Station, TX 77840
979-764-5455

Success Each Life…Each Day…Each Hour
To:  
CSISD Staff

From: 
Eddie Coulson, Superintendent

Date:  January 7, 2008
Re:
Monday Message

Happy New Year!  How many of you have made New Years Resolutions?  I have.  My resolution, like many, relates to health.  Instead of making resolutions like: a) I resolve to work out more or b) I resolve to go on a diet or c) I resolve to get more sleep, my resolution is simply to be “well.”  I finally caught up to the whole “wellness” movement, I guess.  In any case, my hope is to work out more, eat better and sleep more in an effort to lose a little weight, lower the cholesterol, keep the blood pressure in check and to live a little longer.  For the record, I’ve had the same intent for several years in a row, but this year is going to be different……I just know it.  Check back with me in March to see how I’m doing!!  Better yet, check back with me in a week and see how I’m doing.
Exciting things are happening in CSISD. Creek View Elementary will be under construction starting sometime within the next few weeks, and renovations to the athletic complex will begin shortly as well.  In the not too distant future, the design for College Hills will be complete.  I’m not exactly sure when construction will begin on College Hills, but we should have a better picture of the timeline for construction as the design is finalized.  All the construction is confirmation that we live in a growing and vibrant community, and that growth, it appears, is scheduled to continue.  
So you are aware, CSISD contracted with Harner and Associates last fall to conduct a detailed demographic study of our district.  Among many other things, the demographic study is designed to help us plan for the future as we try to determine how many students will be coming to CSISD over the next several years, what will the demographic make up of our students be in the future, and what land in the CSISD community is scheduled for development.  The study is scheduled to be complete early this spring.
In addition to the physical construction at Creek View, the athletics complex and College Hills, there is also serious curricular construction occurring in CSISD.  A group of math teachers and a group of English Language Arts teachers from across the district are taking a hard look at our curricular alignment in those two subjects.  As what we are currently teaching in math and English/Language Arts is studied, I expect that a district wide scope and sequence will be developed that will  guide us as we make sure that we are teaching the right material to the right students at the right time.  As local, state and national educational expectations continue to develop, it is important for CSISD to continue to develop as well.   
I love the story of Tiger Woods.  Obviously, love him or hate him, there is no doubt that he is one of the, if not THE, greatest golfer of all times.  If he retired today, he would be considered a legend.  When Tiger first began his pro career, he took the PGA tour by storm.  He won tournaments regularly, and when he didn’t win, he was in contention.  Then, in the middle of his success, he changed his golf swing.  The logical question is, why in the world would the number one golfer in the world change his golf swing?  When asked that question, Tiger Woods said the following, 

I felt like I could get better.  People thought it was asinine for me to change my swing after I won the Masters by 12 shots. ... Why would you want to change that? Well, I thought I could become better. If I play my best, I'm pretty tough to beat. I'd like to play my best more frequently, and that's the whole idea. That's why you make changes. I thought I could become more consistent and play at a higher level more often. ... I've always taken risks to try to become a better golfer, and that's one of the things that has gotten me this far." (Taken from an online ESPN article from December 14, 2004 by Jamie Diaz.  See: http://sports.espn.go.com/golf/news/story?id=1946259).

Tiger felt like he could get better, so he did.  To me, that’s why we’re taking a hard look at our math and English/Language Arts curriculum.  It’s not that the curriculum is bad or not working, but there is no doubt that the curriculum can use some adjustments as we seek so serve our students.  I bet that once the changes are made to the curriculum, new information will be available that will require us to change again.  That’s the age we live in, and we are best served by embracing the opportunity to get better.
Thanks for your hard work and your willingness to help every child succeed.  As you do your work, know that you are making a difference in the lives of our students and our community.

Success.

Eddie
