College Station ISD

Monday Message
To:  
CSISD Staff:

From: Eddie Coulson, Superintendent

Date:   Monday, November 26, 2007

I hope you enjoyed the Thanksgiving holidays.  Sally, Scott and  I spent Thanksgiving day in San Antonio with my sister and her family, and, as always, we enjoyed the Thanksgiving feast.  I had a great time visiting with my niece, Linsay, who is a first year dual language teacher in Northside ISD. The school business runs in my family……My mom is a retired kindergarten teacher, my dad is a retired school teacher/counselor, my sister has recently gone back to school to become a teacher, my niece is a teacher, and I have been a teacher and administrator now for 22 years.  I can’t think of a better profession for me!

I hope to use these Monday Messages to let you know what is on my mind and to bring you up to speed with the happenings in CSISD.  Depending on the week, some Monday Messages may be fairly short, while others may be a little lengthy.  In any case, I hope you will take the time to read the Monday Messages and to communicate with me if something I write strikes a chord with you.  I always appreciate emails from you related to the work that CSISD is doing.
Since August 9 of this year, a Design Team from CSISD, VLK Architects and Pepper Lawson Construction have been working together to design three major projects:  Creek View Elementary School, the reconstruction of College Hills Elementary School, and the renovations to the field houses and athletic stadium.  The design of Creek View Elementary and the athletic renovations have been substantially completed, and we are currently waiting to receive bids from contractors related to the work.  If all goes as planned, the athletic stadium renovations will be completed by August, 2008 and Creek View Elementary will be completed by the time school opens in August, 2009.  The Design Team is currently in the midst of designing the reconstruction of College Hills Elementary, and we hope to be finished with the design by March, 2008.  These three projects were the largest part of the $67.4 million bond that was passed by our community in May, 2007.  For more information about these projects (complete with pictures and graphics) go to csisd.org and click on SCHOOL BOND UPDATE.

CSISD continues to grow.  As of November 5, 2007 CSISD had 9,208 students, which represents an increase of 3.8% from last November.  The bulk of the increase is at the elementary level, although every level has increased from last year.  Over the past several years, CSISD has grown at a rate of about 3.5%, and all indications are that we will continue to grow.   I anticipate that CSISD will be in the planning mode for years to come as we work to accommodate the student growth.
Indeed, the next several years in CSISD will be exciting.  New students.  New facilities.  New challenges.  As for me, I am excited to work with you to help every student we have be successful.  Over and over again, I am amazed by the level of accomplishment of our students.  The students’ accomplishments come because people all over this district are READY to meet their needs.
I’m thankful to work in CSISD.  Let’s always remember our purpose:  Success…Each Life….Each Day…Each Hour.

Success.

Eddie

