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We live in troubled world, don’t we?  The rampage at the mall in Omaha last week, the shootings in Colorado on Sunday and world-wide tragic events seem to be constant.  Heck, in our own backyard we have things happen that are evidence of a troubled world.  Regardless of your personal belief system as to why the world is the way it is, there is no doubt that the struggles of this world impact all of us.  
All of the news oftentimes overshadows the unbelievably positive work you do on a daily basis.  In CSISD, we’ve had extracurricular academic and athletic teams participate at the state level this semester, we’ve had 17 students recognized as National Merit Finalists, four schools recognized as Honor Roll schools by the Texas Business Education Coalition, four schools recognized by Texas Monthly as top performing schools in the state, the Region VI Secondary Teacher of the Year, students recognized for their individual performances at the state level in fine arts, and the list can go on.   What’s even more amazing is the individual accomplishments of students in CSISD classrooms, hallways, lecture halls, and courts on an hour to hour and day to day basis.   Without a doubt, your direct work with our students or the work you do to support our schools,  gives our students great hope for the future.  All of us working together make the difference for our students!
College Station ISD is on the verge of a big step.  On Thursday of last week, the CSISD School Board discussed forming a Long Range Educational Planning Committee that will be comprised of parents/community members and staff members.   Among other things, the goal of the group will be to look into the future of College Station ISD and develop a plan that will be able to give us direction as we are making decisions about new schools and support facilities, new programs and the education of our children.   I’m not sure how long the committee will meet, but I anticipate the work of the committee will begin next spring and run through December of next year.
Speaking of planning, it should be noted that the CSISD School Board has planned well for the district’s future.  Over the past two years, the board has approved over $2 million in new staff for the district, while positioning the district for the opening of new schools in the future.  Creek View will open in August 2009, and I anticipate that CSISD will be opening many more new schools in the years to come.

Did you know that CSISD is still a Chapter 41 School District?  Indeed, for the 2007-2008 school year, we have budgeted approximately $6.62 million to return to the state as a Chapter 41 payment.  The district’s total maintenance and operation budget for this year is $70,753,888, so when the Chapter 41 payment is subtracted from the total, the district has approximately $64 million for its operational budget.  Of the $64 million, over seventy-eight percent is allocated toward district-wide personnel costs (salaries and benefits).  For those interested, the CSISD approved budget for the 2007-2008 school year is posted on the web at www.csisd.org.  From the home page, click on Departments and then click on the Business and Operations link.
It’s late.  My Monday Message has almost turned into a Tuesday Message, so I should call it quits for now.  Thanks for your service to our students and our community.  

Success.

Eddie

