

February 18, 2008

CSISD Staff:
It’s hard to believe there was another tragic situation last week regarding a gunman and a deadly shooting.   I hope and pray that our district will never have to endure a tragedy like the ones we have witnessed in recent months in Virginia, Nebraska and Illinois.  
As we continue to provide a safe environment for our students, staff and community, I appreciate your vigilance and your awareness to those things happening around your classroom, office or work area.  I do ask that you wear your picture name badge at all times while you are at work so that we are all easily identifiable to one another, students, parents and other guests in our building.  CSISD will be undergoing a security audit in the very near future at each of our facilities, and I am hopeful that the audit provides us useful feedback so that we can confirm and/or adjust our current practices as they relate to safety and security.
The world keeps changing, doesn’t it?  Did you know that the US Census Bureau reports the following current populations?
· China  
1.31 Billion 
· India
1.13 Billion

· US
302 Million

The Bureau estimates the following populations in 2050:

· India
1.62 Billion
· China
1.47 Billion
· US
404 Million
If my math is right, projections show that India will grow by 490 million people, China will grow by 160 Million and the US will grow by 102 million people in the next forty two years.  As India and China (and other countries) continue to increase in population, they will also continue to grow in economic power and political influence.  And, as India and China continue to expand their world influence through technology and higher education, the more and more we must prepare our students to live in a world where distance is not really a barrier to competition. Keep in mind, because of the huge populations in India and China, they have more honors students than the US has total students.  For us, the point is that we are not only preparing our students against a backdrop of local, state, and national competition, we are also preparing our students so that they can compete internationally.  
A couple of points are noteworthy I think.  First, developing positive, personal, and appropriate relationships with students will never be outdated.  We all need the benefit of personal communication, personal connections and the knowledge of knowing that someone cares about us as individuals.  As employees in a school district, we have the opportunity and obligation to develop caring relationships with our students and with those with whom we work.  

Second, our instructional practice must reflect the age in which we live.  A few weeks ago I wrote that WE need to be the Wii for our students.  Just to clarify, I don’t think WE have to constantly entertain our students, but I do think WE must make our instruction interesting and compelling so that our students want to learn what WE want them to learn.  To me, there is a huge difference between entertaining students and designing work that is interesting and compelling for them.  If we don’t make school work interesting for students, they have many other options to learn what they want to learn. 
Third, I think we are obligated to teach our students an aligned curriculum.  All our students deserve the opportunity to learn the right material at the right time in their school experience.  In my mind, the importance of teaching an aligned curriculum has much less to do with preparing students to pass a TAKS test or some other state mandated test and much more to do with providing an equal opportunity for our students to play on a level playing field with students from other communities across this region, across Texas, across the nation and across the world.
Developing positive and caring relationships, designing and implementing interesting and compelling work for students, and developing and implementing an aligned curriculum take hard work, dedication and persistence from all of us.   I very much appreciate the enthusiasm you have for hard work and for seeing CSISD succeed.  As always, I appreciate your feedback.
Success.

Eddie 
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