

February 25, 2008

CSISD Staff:

It was a beautiful weekend, wasn’t it?  Fortunately, I was able to spend time outdoors enjoying the sunshine and the therapy associated with being one with nature.  Sally’s cousin from upstate New York was visiting us this weekend, and he just couldn’t believe the great weather.  At his home near Warwick, New York, it snowed 11 inches on Saturday.  I also know of someone who visited Lubbock (my home town) this weekend, and I was told that the wind was blowing so hard in Lubbock that poker chips from Vegas were flying through the air.  It makes me appreciate the weather in College Station more and more.

Several months ago, I mentioned that CSISD had contracted with Harner and Associates to complete a demographic study.   The study has been completed, and the results have been shared with the CSISD Board.  From the study, you might find the following information interesting:

· The CSISD elementary school population is predicted to be the fastest growing student population over the next many years.  As has been our history, the intermediate, middle and high school student growth is predicted to occur at a slower pace.

· In ten years (2017-2018), it is estimated that CSISD will have close to 13,000 students.
· When CSISD is completely built out, the student population is estimated to be around 25,000 students.  In making this estimation, the demographer made several assumptions related to land use within CSISD, the economy in this region, and the continued desirability of College Station, Texas.  Admittedly, the demographer is making an educated guess related to this number; however, it speaks to the fact that CSISD has plenty of room to grow.  Currently, CSISD has approximately 9,200 students.

· The Hispanic student population is the fastest growing student group in CSISD.

The following table shows the current CSISD demographics in terms of student groups as compared to the 2001-2002 school year:

	Student Group
	2001-2002
	2007-2008
	% Difference

	White
	69
	60.7
	-8.3

	Hispanic
	10.1
	15.9
	+5.8

	African American 
	12.4
	13.9
	+1.5

	Asian
	8.4
	9.3
	+.9

	Economically Disadvantaged
	25
	30
	+5


Certainly, the information from the demographic study is helpful as we continue to plan for the district’s future.

As I was thinking about the work we are doing in CSISD, I was reminded that we are building the educational infrastructure of our district.  As hard as it is to make sure our curriculum is aligned, it will be more difficult as we continue to add schools and students.  And, as challenging as it is to continue to build our instructional expertise, it will be harder as we add more students and more classrooms.  I am hopeful that the work we are doing now will strengthen our educational infrastructure so that as we grow, our growth will be met with an ever evolving aligned curriculum in all subjects and at all grade levels and with the instructional expertise to meet the needs of the students we have.

Thanks for investing your life into the lives of our students.  The heart and soul you show on a daily basis is one of the things that makes CSISD great place for our students.  

Thanks for the feedback you provide me.

Success.

Eddie
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