

March 17, 2008
CSISD Staff:

I hope you were able to relax a little over spring break.  Sally and I spent a couple of days along the Riverwalk in San Antonio with some friends, and we had a great time.  There’s nothing like having nowhere to be on a Tuesday morning!  My son, Scott, left with his church youth group to go skiing after school on Friday, March 7, and they traveled 24 hours by charter bus to Copper Mountain in Colorado.  I love to ski, but the idea of spending 24 straight hours (twice) on a charter bus is not appealing to me.  Thank God for the youth pastor and youth sponsors!   One thing missing from spring break this year was my daughter, Katie; however, she will be arriving home on March 22 for her spring break. 
There’s an interesting debate brewing at the state and national level regarding good instruction.  The debate, in a nutshell, is about the relative merits of child-centered instruction versus the merits of teacher-directed instruction.  Child-centered instruction emphasizes student exploration and conceptual understanding, whereas teacher directed instruction features memorization, structure and repeated drills.  In an effort to determine what causes students to learn, researchers have, for years, tried to determine why some teachers are successful and some teachers are not as successful.  Interestingly, the research is not conclusive as to which style of teaching produces the better results.  

One of the reasons educating children is so difficult is that there is no formula for success.   Truth be told, the best teachers are the ones that can adjust their style of teaching to the needs of the students, regardless of the content area.  Sometimes, students just have to memorize things.  Sometimes, there is no way a student can learn something unless the teacher builds the learning into the appropriate context.  Therein lays the skill of the teacher—knowing when to apply the right technique in order to maximize the long term learning of students.  I think it’s safe to say that teaching has changed over the years.  By the mere fact that students are exposed to so many things via the internet, video games, movies and marketing techniques, teachers have to be interesting to students.  As has been said before, the best teachers are the ones that make their subject interesting to students, regardless of the techniques they use.
As we work to plan for the district’s future, note that two groups will begin meeting next week.  First, the Long Range Educational Planning Committee (LREPC) will begin meeting on March 24 and the Rezoning Committee will begin its work on March 27.  The goal of the LREPC is to provide direction to CSISD as we plan to meet the needs of our students in the years to come.  The Rezoning Committee will work to develop the school attendance zones that will best meet our needs beginning in the 2008-2009 school year.  The work both committees do is critical for CSISD as we move forward with meeting the needs of our students and our community.

Thanks for all you do for our district.  

Success.

Eddie

College Station Independent School District

College Station Independent School District


