

March 24, 2008
CSISD Staff:

Hope you had a good Easter weekend.  The weather was beautiful on Friday and Saturday, so I hope you were able to enjoy being outside.  Katie informed me that her friends in college who participate in “crew” had to knock ice off their coats (literally) when they finished practice on Saturday morning.  I don’t even know what “crew” is really, but I’m sure I would not perform well as a “crew” member if I was having to row (in unison) in sub freezing temperatures.  The weather in College Station is looking better and better!

As the national educational scene is surveyed, three issues seem to dominate all conversations:  the achievement gap, accountability and school funding.   I think every district in our region, in Texas and in the nation is dealing with, in one way or another, all the aforementioned issues.  

· Achievement gap:  Below is a chart that identifies the gap in performance, as measured by the TAKS test, for each of our student groups in CSISD.  In the chart below, the number in parenthesis is the percentage difference between the scores for our African American, Hispanic and economically disadvantaged student groups as compared to our white students.
	Subject
	White
	African Am
	Hispanic
	Econ. Disadvantaged

	Math
	94
	64 (30)
	81 (13)
	75 (19)

	ELA (9-11)

Reading (3-8)


	98
	81 (17)
	91 (8)
	86 (12)

	Writing:  Grades 4 & 7
	97
	89 (8)
	95 (2)
	93 (4)

	Science
	94
	41 (53)
	68 (26)
	56 (38)

	Social Studies
	98
	76 (22)
	89 (9)
	81 (17)


The above scores are representative of the entire school district, so each individual school and each grade level/department may or may not be reflective of the District’s overall results.   I have highlighted in red those areas where the gap is at least 15 percentage points.

The achievement gap in CSISD is not limited to academics.  CSISD, as with the state and nation, has an overrepresentation of African American students in special education, and discipline referrals for African American students are disproportionately high as compared to other student groups.

· Accountability:  It’s impossible to read an educational journal (or a newspaper for that matter) these days without reading about the state and national accountability systems in place.  Certainly, the accountability system in Texas is alive and well.  Fortunately, Texas is well ahead of the curve, as compared to most other states, in the development and implementation of our accountability system.    

As mentioned before, the Texas Accountability System is currently under review, and I anticipate there will be some adjustments to the system at some point in the future.  As with all districts, the state and federal accountability systems are very important to CSISD, as these are the ratings that are reported in the paper.  Certainly, the general public will base their judgment of CSISD on these accountability ratings.

· Funding:  School funding is an issue across this state and nation.  I read an article today about a school district in New York having to make “deep cuts” in their educational programming in order to make ends meet.  It wasn’t that long ago that CSISD had to reduce its budget in order to maintain financial integrity.

I mention these three areas to point out that the issues we grapple with on a regular basis are not unique to CSISD.  I think, however, that CSISD is uniquely positioned to address these issues in a balanced manner so that we are able to eliminate the achievement gap,  perform well on all measures of the state and national accountability systems and have a budget that is reflective of the needs of our district.

As always, I appreciate the feedback you provide me.  

Success.

Eddie
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