

March 3, 2008

CSISD Staff:

Dr. Margaret Spellings, US Secretary of Education, was in Austin last week to address the Senate and House Education Committees of our Texas Legislature.  I was in Austin to hear Dr. Spellings address the committee members, and here’s a summary of what she said:

· The most experienced and talented teachers in the US should be teaching the students who are “hardest” to educate.  Too often, in the US, our most inexperienced teachers are charged with teaching some of the most difficult classes.
· The NCLB is not going away, and that the need for standardized accountability across the nation is growing.  Though NCLB has somewhat of an uncertain immediate future because of the presidential election, there is strong support in Washington for strengthened public school accountability.

· Accountability systems (state and national) need to be adjusted so that individual student performance is looked at in a longitudinal manner to determine the academic gains of individual students from year to year.  According to Dr. Spellings, this type of “value added” accountability system is “the way forward.”

· The US must pay more attention to the performance of high school students.  Dr. Spellings acknowledged that there is little reliable research that leads us to “best practices” of successful high schools with a diverse student population.  What little research we have notes that the best high schools have a relevant curriculum and rigorous standards for all students.


So you are aware, the Texas accountability system is currently being studied, and, I anticipate the accountability system will be adjusted at some point in the not too distant future.  What those adjustments might be is up for debate; however, as Dr. Spellings noted last Friday, there is some political sentiment toward a “value added” system.   Currently, there is a state appointed committee that is reviewing our accountability system, and the committee should recommend changes at some point in the future.  Certainly, in my mind a “value added” system makes good sense.

It was interesting for me to hear first hand a national perspective on our public education system.  While CSISD does not fit the national profile in many respects, Dr. Spelling’s remarks are good for us to consider as we work to educate all our children.  One thing is for sure, in education there is no “silver bullet,” so we must be persistent in our effort to educate our students, we must be creative in order to capture and keep the attention of our students, and we must take seriously our charge to meet the needs of all our kids.

Success.

Eddie
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