

March 31, 2008
CSISD Staff:

 I attended a 2008 Texas Association of School Administrators Legislative Conference on Wednesday of last week in Austin.  One of the more interesting topics was related to the work that is currently being done to develop aligned curricular standards between public schools and institutes of higher education.  This alignment initiative, mandated in House Bill 1 from the last legislative session, requires a Pre-K – 16 curriculum alignment.  As we all know, public schools already have the TEKS in place for all grade levels and all subjects; however, there are no firm curricular standards for higher education.  Certainly, the curricular standards at TAMU are somewhat different than they are at UT, and I am confident that there are differences in the curriculum between Blinn Community College and other institutions of higher education as well.  
That being said, college readiness standards have been developed.  To review the college readiness work that has been done to date, visit http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/collegereadiness.  Once there, on the left hand side of the page click on the icon titled College Readiness Standards to review the standards that were adopted on January 24 by the Higher Education Coordinating Board.  I’m not sure how this will impact CSISD and other schools, but I am sure we will be impacted at some point in the future.  

The question has to be asked, “If there are no uniform curricular standards in higher education, what are we aligning the College Readiness Standards to?”  And, “Are College Readiness Standards being developed that align to the community college level or the level that has mostly the top 10% of high school students (UT and TAMU)?”  So you will know, in 2005 (latest available data), AMCHS had 561 graduates.  Of those 561 graduates, 350 (62.4 percent) attended a Texas public college or university in the semester following high school graduation.  Of the 350 students, note where they attended school:
	District
	College
	Graduates
	Percent

	COLLEGE STATION ISD 
	BLINN COLLEGE 
	150
	26.7%

	COLLEGE STATION ISD 
	TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
	90
	16.0%

	COLLEGE STATION ISD 
	SAM HOUSTON STATE UNIVERSITY 
	9
	1.6%

	COLLEGE STATION ISD 
	U. OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN 
	9
	1.6%

	COLLEGE STATION ISD 
	TEXAS STATE UNIV - SAN MARCOS 
	8
	1.4%

	COLLEGE STATION ISD 
	BAYLOR UNIVERSITY 
	6
	1.1%

	COLLEGE STATION ISD 
	UNIVERSITY OF NORTH TEXAS 
	5
	0.9%

	COLLEGE STATION ISD 
	UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON 
	5
	0.9%

	COLLEGE STATION ISD 
	Other Public/Independent 4-yr Inst. (25) 
	49
	8.7%

	COLLEGE STATION ISD 
	Other Public/Independent 2-yr Inst. (13) 
	19
	3.4%

	COLLEGE STATION ISD 
	Not found 
	211
	37.6%

	
	Total H.S. grads
	561
	 62.4%


To me, that’s interesting information.  Indeed, CSISD has many students who move on to four year colleges, but we also have many students who attend community colleges.  Keep your ear to the ground related to the College Readiness Standards as I think they will eventually impact what we are expected to teach.  It will be interesting to see how the College Readiness Standards and the TEKS work together (or not).
I appreciate all you do.  Thanks for making CSISD a great place to work and a great place for our students.

Success.

Eddie

	Grade Level
	Percentage Passed

	3rd  Reading
	95.4

	5th  Reading
	90.6

	8th  Reading
	96.5
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