

April 21, 2008
CSISD Staff:

Thanks to those of you who attended the We’re Ready to Run Fun Run last Saturday.  Almost everyone who attended the run completed at least one mile, but I do know of at least two people who just showed up for the snacks.  I also saw a few people that kept running beyond the two mile mark—these are the people I am envious of.  Anyone who runs more than the minimum amount required deserves respect, admiration and an extra donut!

On Friday of last week I attended the Texas Public Education Reform Foundation (TPERF) Summit.  According to the TPERF Website, “The Foundation’s work is premised on the belief that broad public awareness and understanding about school improvements is critical to helping all students achieve at high levels. Our mission is to strengthen the Texas’ public education system through communication and education efforts, research and data dissemination and forging partnerships among key education stakeholders.”

This is my third year in a row to attend TPERF Summit, and I always find it fascinating.  The focus of this years Summit was college and workforce readiness and a seamless pre-kindergarten through college system of education.  Speakers included such individuals as former Houston ISD Superintendent and Secretary of Education Rod Paige, current Houston ISD Board President Harvin Moore, Phil Schlechty, TEA Commissioner of Education Robert Scott, Higher Education Coordinating Board Commissioner Raymund Paredes, former UT President Larry Faulkner, and many other notables in the field of public and higher education.  In a nutshell, the Summit focused on how public schools prepare (or not) all students for college and the workforce.  

In today’s age, college readiness and workforce readiness are synonymous.   Students who graduate from high school now must have the skills necessary to enter the workforce AND be prepared to attend some post secondary education.  In other words, regardless of a high school graduates future plans, a high school diploma must mean that a student could either enter the workforce or go to a technical school, community college or a four year university.  This concept is relatively new to public education.  Schools of the past prepared students for EITHER going to work or going to college.  Now, part of the educational reform movement calls for schools to prepare all students for both work and post secondary education so that a student can either enter the workforce or attend post secondary education.  According to workforce readiness and college readiness experts, the skills a student needs to enter the workforce are no different than the skills a student needs to enter post secondary education.  

I find the concept of workforce readiness and college readiness as synonymous interesting. What’s good for a college bound student is also good for a student who is headed for the workforce immediately after graduating high school.  I think the message being sent to the public school is that there are no classes in any school that do not require a high level of skill and preparation.

We should always keep in mind that the preparation for a student to attend college or to go to work begins in Head Start.  Our job is to create classroom and school cultures that have high academic and behavioral expectations and where each grade level or subject is simply a step along the way to creating a successful post high school life.

Your commitment to CSISD is appreciated.  Thanks for your hard work, creativity and desire to see our students be successful.

Success.

Eddie

College Station Independent School District

College Station Independent School District


