

April 28, 2008
CSISD Staff:

At a meeting last week, I was reminded that all of us are part of a great work that is being done in CSISD.  Like most great works, if you look at any piece of it in isolation, it doesn’t look like anything great; however, when you stand from a distance and look, the great work can easily be seen.  The most magnificent building starts with a foundation, and the most glamorous painting starts with a few strokes of the brush.  Taken in isolation, the foundation of a building or the first strokes of a brush aren’t anything great, but when a building is complete or a painting is done, the greatness of the work can be seen. 

 Sometimes we get so caught up in the work we are doing that we forget to look at the big picture of what we accomplish on a regular basis.  Great works are measured differently for different students, but in my mind, it’s a great work when an autistic student communicates clearly with someone else.  It’s a great work when an AP student does well on the AP test.  It’s a great work when a choir sings a song that encourages and inspires people.  It’s a great work when a band or orchestra plays beautiful music.  It’s a great work when a kindergarten or first grade student reads for the very first time.  It’s a great work when a middle school student thinks before they act.  It’s a great work when parents volunteer their time to chaperone a field trip.  It’s a great work when a golfer shoots their personal best score in a golf tournament.  It’s a great work when a high school student who “hates” writing, writes a poem for the very first time.  It’s a great work when a student who has never taken an honors class decides to try one and succeeds.  It’s a great work when a student realizes for the very first time the concept of multiplication.  It’s a great work when a four year old counts to ten or says the alphabet.  And, yes, it’s a great work when a student passes the TAKS test.
The list could go on and on.  If you take all the great work that goes on minute by minute, hour by hour, day by day, week by week, month by month, semester by semester, and year by year, it’s easy to see that a great work is happening in CSISD.  For all of us, it’s important to remember that we are doing a great work in our district, and the great work we are doing takes all of us working together.  Indeed, the education we are providing our students builds from year to year and class to class, so our expectation should be that students are provided an environment that promotes learning and that the instruction students receive is so interesting that students want to learn what we want them to learn.  

With one month remaining in the school year, let’s finish strong so that our students are amazed at how interesting science and math and theater and English and reading and physical education and social studies and music and everything else we teach can be.
Happy Testing.
Success.

Eddie
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