

May 5, 2008

CSISD Staff:

My mom and dad are visiting this week, and they can help keep life in perspective for me.  My mom, who taught kindergarten for twenty-something years in Lubbock ISD, said to me as I was walking out the door this morning, “Be nice to people.”  We sometimes make life too complicated, I think.  No doubt, there is much to do in this day and age, and there is a need to be focused in order to get our work done; however, in the end, being nice to people is one of the most important things we can do.   Frankly, I hadn’t even thought about being nice (or mean for that matter) to anyone as I was leaving this morning.  I was simply already focused on trying to get a lot accomplished, and I guess my determination raised a red flag with my mom.  Moms have a way of giving us a new perspective, and my mom’s simple words reminded me that “being nice” is one of the most important things I can do.

The Long Range Educational Planning Committee (LREPC) has met four times as of today, and I think we are making good progress.   The committee is working with the following four areas as we try to plan ahead for the benefit of our district:

· Technology

· Accountability

· Demographics

· College/Workforce Readiness

I don’t know exactly where the LREPC will land as the conversations are continued, but I do anticipate that the educational programming and the direction of our district will receive some adjustments as this group continues to plan.  It’s been an interesting conversation to hear community members, teachers, parents and administrators discuss the role of technology with our students, how we can best prepare students for college, how our changing demographics might impact our district in the future, and how our district should approach accountability ratings.  Certainly, it’s fair to say that not everyone believes the same thing related to these issues, but it is also fair to say that everyone serving on the LREPC  is committed to the students and staff of the district.  Each time the committee meets, I am greatly encouraged by the dedication of those in attendance, by their foresight and by their commitment to seeing our district to succeed.

At some point in the future, I look forward to sharing with you the work that the LREPC will have accomplished.  Just a reminder, starting this fall the same group will be working to determine the facility needs of CSISD for the next several years.  In the discussion next fall, I anticipate we will look at all of our facility needs, including the need for a second comprehensive high school.  I am excited that we are moving forward and look forward to all that will be accomplished.  I am reminded that the longest journeys start with a single step, and our long journey has begun.  It will be exciting to see where we finish.

It’s the season for awards assemblies, banquets and recognitions.  One of the greatest evenings of this spring will be Tuesday, May 20, 2008 at the school board meeting.  At that meeting the board will recognize our teachers of the year for each campus and those nominated for support person of the year.  On the 20th, the meeting begins at 7:00 PM in the lecture hall at AMCHS…I hope you can attend.

Thanks for all you do.

Success.

Eddie

College Station Independent School District

College Station Independent School District


